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1 . GOB HELD TWO-HOUR PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 30 35 MINUTES OF 
WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BROADCAST ON PRIME TIME TV (2030) 
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FOLLOWING NEWS EVENING MARCH 31, REGARDING BULGARIAN EFFORTS TO 
INTERDICT NARCOTICS TRAFFIC ACROSS BULGARIA. DISCUSSIM OF 
US/BULGARIAN COOPERATION IN FIELD PLAYED PROMINENT PART IN 
BROADCAST. 

2. PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED BULGARIAN CUSTOMS DIRECTOR LAZAR 
BONEV. RECENT VISITOR TO US AS PARTICIPANT IN SENIOR-LEVEL 
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OBSERVATION PROGRAM OF US CUSTOMS; MRS. ALEKSANDRINA KOCHKOVA 
OF STATE CHEMIST'S ADMINISTRATION OF MINISTRY OF HEALTH; AND 
NIKOLOV STOICHEV OF CHIEF PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE. BONEV DISCUSSED 
PROBLEM PRESNETED BY BULGARIA'S LOCATION ASTRIDE MAIN DRUG 
TRAFFIC ROUTE BETWEEN PRODUCING MIDDLE EAST AND CONSUMING 
WESTERN EUROPE AND US. HE THEN DISCUSSED EFFORTS OF SMALL 
BULGARIAN CUSTOMS SERVICE TO MEET THIS PROBLEM, PROVIDING 
STATISTICS ON 1976 SEIZURES (REPORTED REFTEL). HIS DISCUSSION 
OF TECHNIQUES OF INTERDICTION APPEARED TO DRAW UPON INFORMATION 
GAINED DURING HIS VUHTO US. 

3. BONEV STRESSED THAT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION WAS ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL IN NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION AND SPOKE OF VALUE OF COOPERATION 
OF "ESPECIALLY MY AMERICAN COLLEAQUES" IN THAT REGARD. HE ALSO 
MADE POINT THAT COOPERATION IN NARCOTICS SUPRESSION WAS 
CONSISTENT WITH CSCE FINAL ACT, A NEW PRE-BELGRADE TACK FOR GOB. 

4. HEALTH MINISTRY OFFICIAL KOCHKOVA’S PRESENTATION TUTLINED 
PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY STATE CHEMIST ADMINISTRATION IN RECEIVING 
AND DESTROYING NARCOTICS SEIZED BY BULGARIAN CUSTOMS. OMMENT : 

HER STATEMENTS PROBABLR WERE INTENDED TO DAMPEN REPORTS THAT GOB 
RESELLS SEIZED NARCOTICS IN WEST. END COMMENT) STOICHEV OF STATE 
PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE OUTLINED PENALTIES FOR DRUG VIOLATORS IN 
BULGARIAN PENAL CODE AND STRESSED STRICTNESS OF ENFORCEMENT. 

(BONEV HAD PREVIOUSLY OBSERVED THAT NO BULGARIANS HAD YET BEEN 
INVOLVED IN TRAFFIC INTERDICTED BY CUSTOMS.) 

5. MIDDLE SEGMENT OF PRESS CONFERENCE CONSISTED OF TEN-MINUTE 
FILM ON DRUG PROBLEM AND ACTIVITIES OF BULGARIAN CUSTOMS 
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SERVICE. INTRODUCTION TO FILMINCLUDED "THANKS TO OUR AMERICAN 
COLLEAGUES" FOR PRODUCTION ASSISTANCE AND SOME SEGMENTS. FILM 
OPENED WITH SCENES OF SUFFERING ENGLISH SPEAKING ADDICTS AND THEN 
SHOWED BULGARIAN CUSTOMS OFFICERS IN ACTION AT BORDERS, 

INSPECTING VEHICLES, QUESTIONING TRAVEL! .HRS AND DISCOVERING 
CACHES OF NARCOTICS. SEGMENT ON TRAINING OF BULGARIAN CUSTOMS 
OFFICERS INCLUDED 70-SECOND CLIP OF US CUSTOMS OFFICIAL HAROLD 
BARBAGELATA ADDRESSING BULGARIAN CUSTOMS OFFICIALS (PROBABLY AT 
LAST SUMMER'S TRAINING SESSION) AND COMPLIMENTING BUGARIAN 
CUSTOMS ON ITS EFFICIENCY. VOICEOVER NOTED THAT BULGARIAN/US 
COOPERATION HAD "FULLY EQUAL VALUE" FOR BOTH SIDES. 

6. BONEV HAS ALSO SENT LETTER TO US CUSTOMS COMMISSIONER ACREE 
(WHICH EMBASSY IS POUCHING), EXPRESSING THANKS FOR VISIT AND 
PROVIDING INFORMATION (PREVIOUSLY REPORTED REFTEL) REGARDING 
BULGARIAN ACHIEVEMENTS IN FIELD OF NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION DURING 
1976. 

HERZ 
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